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" hag "—and " think " delivered with the trumpet of an
elephant.
The letter addressed to you in Vol. II is a particularly
excellent example, but they are all, in their mass, very
remarkable, I do wish you would make them the subject
of a study in the Q.R. or the Edinburgh. I feel with you
that HJ. is being treated too solemnly, too hieratically.
You would add a lightness, although I think Percy Lub-
bock's introduction, from a sacerdotal point of view, about
as good a thing as could be produced.
Yours sincerely,
edmund gosse,
To Samuel Looker	Stocks Cottage,l
Tring
August 20, 1920
dear looker,
I have never thanked you, I am afraid, for the long and
interesting letter you wrote to me on July 12. I have
read it several times and meant to write to you before
this. I was interested in the poem you copied from Clare,
and all you say. Like you, I have always been fond of auto-
biography, and always think that one of the reasons why
BoswelPs Johnson is so easily the best of all biographies
is that there is so much about Boswell himself in it. The
professed autobiography which I love beyond all others I
think is Gibbon's Memoirs of my Lift and Writings—so
full of his humour, cynicism, love of letters—and love of
the comforts and luxuries of this world! When I have
read a book which is exclusively spiritual—" too good for
human nature's daily food "—(Brothers Karamazov for
instance, I remember) I turn with pleasure to the Epi-
curean and purely intellectual, not spiritual, Gibbon.. ..
Benvenuto Cellini's autobiography is very entertaining:
a genius and a~scoundrel!—and equally pleased with him-
"" in both characters.
* Wfeish we had taken from Mr. and Mrs. Humphry Ward for the summer.

